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(A) No TRUE WAGES CLASS IN THE UNITED STATES.
92.   The United States, however, have never yet been
on a pure wages system because there is no class which has
no land or cannot get any.   In fact, the cheapening of
transportation which is going on is making the land of this
continent, Australia, and Africa available for the laborers
of Europe, and is breaking down the wages system there.
This is the real reason for the rise of the proletariat and
the expansion of democracy which are generally attributed
to metaphysical, sentimental, or political causes,   A man
who has no capital and no land cannot live from day to
day except by getting a share in the capital of others
in return for services rendered.   In an old society or dense
population, such a class comes into existence.   It has no
reserves; no other chances; no other resource.   In a new
country no such class exists.   The land is to be had for
going to it.   On the stage of agriculture which is there ex-
isting very little capital and very little division of labor
are necessary.    Hence he who has only unskilled manual
strength can get at and use the land, and he can get out of
it an abundant supply of the rude primary comforts of exist-
ence for himself and his family.   If it is made so cheap and
easy to get from the old centers of population to the new
land that the lowest dass of laborers can save enough to
pay the passage, then the effect will reach the labor market
of the old countries also.  Such is now the fact.
93.   The weakness of a true wages class is in the fact
that they have no other chance.   Obviously, however, a
man is well off in this world in proportion to the chances wMck
he can command.   The advantage of education is that it
multiplies a man's chances.  Our noncapitalists have another
chance on the land, and the chance is near and easy to grasp
and use.   It is not necessary that all or any number should
use it.   Every one who uses it leaves more room behind*